


Libellus de Natura Animalium

The Libellus de Natura Animalium is an early 16th century printed "natural history" text. It has been 
attributed to Albertus Magnus, though it is unlikely he had anything to do with it. It is most likely a 
composite of several earlier works, with probably the primary source being one of the versions of the 
Physiologus. It begins with the eagle (Aquila tres naturas habet...), and has 51 chapters, each with a 
woodcut illustration. The animals are all those typically found in the Physiologus, and similar 
moralizations are also found here.

The book was printed between 1508 and 1512 by Vicenzo Berruerio in Mondovi, Italy. The facsimile is
of a copy that was owned by J. I. Davis.

The original text is in the public domain. According to the copyright law of most countries a faithful 
facsimile of a public domain work is also in the public domain, in much the same way that a photocopy
of pages from a public domain book is not in itself eligible for copyright protection. This facsimile is 
therefore assumed to be in the public domain. The introduction by Davis, published in 1958, may still 
be covered by copyright and so has been omitted.

The full text is available from the Internet Archive at URL:

https://archive.org/details/libellusdenatura0000unse

This copy can be found in the Digital Text Library of the Medieval Bestiary: Animals in the Middle 
Ages website, at URL: 

https://bestiary.ca/etexts/etext113632.htm

http://bestiary/etexts/etext113632.htm
https://archive.org/details/libellusdenatura0000unse

































































































































